
Educational Highlights: I have managed to maintain 
a GPA above 3.8 over the course of  my three years at 
Furman University and College of  Charleston, earn-
ing the distinction of  High Honors. I won the National 
Sons of  the American Revolution Essay Contest for a 
paper I wrote about the influence of  Enlightenment-
era philosophers on the Founding Fathers, and trav-
eled to California to present the paper. I received the 
ThanksUSA Scholarship for military children twice. I 
am a member of  the Tau Sigma Transfer Student Hon-
or Society and the Phi Alpha Theta History Honor So-
ciety. 
Research Focus or Project: My research interests in-
clude post-colonial theory and literature, traditional 
African religious practice and syncretism, and the role 
of  myth as a weapon in the struggle against colonialism. This semester I participated in an independent 
study with Dr. Assan Sarr focusing on the intellectual history of  Africa, particularly during the decolo-
nization movement of  the early-to-mid 1900s. Next semester I will shift my research focus to the resis-
tance movements of  the rural population of  African colonies. I’m interested in examining the role of  
myth and spirituality in Africa during the period of  colonization through African independence, from 
around 1890 to 1960.
Future Plans: This summer I will travel to Arusha, Tanzania, to study human rights and capacity build-
ing in East Africa with the Arcadia University program. Following graduation, I plan to go onto a grad-
uate program at the University of  Michigan, Indiana University, or the University of  Florida, eventually 
getting my Ph.D. in African Studies coupled with development.
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